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CAMDEN

Acknowledgement TO Country

Camden Council acknowledges the Dharawal people as the Traditional 
Custodians of this Land and pays respect to Elders past, present 
and emerging. We extend that respect to Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people residing within the Camden Local Government Area. 
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LITHGOW

Camden combines the magic of a historic country town with modern delights. A 
unique blend of cosmopolitan dining and rural living, the perfect mix in providing a 
wide range of visitor experiences. 

Rich in culture, Camden has a wonderful story captured in its heritage buildings and 
architecture. Visit the historic John Oxley Cottage in Elderslie for information on our 
attractions. Enjoy a self-guided heritage walking tour through Camden Town Centre 
and experience local history by visiting the Camden Museum and Alan Baker Art 
Gallery. Take to the sky and enjoy a glider flight across the Macarthur region or a 
romantic float through the air on a scenic balloon ride. 

For lovers of the great outdoors, Camden boasts an array of magnificent green 
space including Australia’s largest Botanic Garden located in Mount Annan,  
Camden’s working Town Farm in the heart of the historic township, Macarthur Park, 
and sensational walks along the Nepean River Cycleway that are perfect for the  
serious walker and families who enjoy an amble. Abundantly lush, Camden is 
home to more than 2,000 species of native plants and wildlife ready and awaiting  
enthusiasts eager to explore. 

There is so much to do in Camden. It is home to world class sporting facilities,  
renowned golf courses, sensational youth facilities, interactive water play parks, 
dog parks, paintball and so much more. Camden is for adventurous spirits, foodies,  
shoppers, art lovers, after-darkers, riders, runners and all that wish to combine the  
magic of country with urban delights. Camden is the place to see.

Welcome find us

Camden is located less than an hour from Sydney, 50 minutes from 
Wollongong and less than 40 minutes from the Southern Highlands. 
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The Australian Botanic Garden Mount 
Annan showcases a gorgeous display 
of Australian flora amongst 416 hectare 
of rolling hills, lakes, lawns and gardens. 
It features themed gardens with BBQ 
and picnic facilities, a café, walking tracks, 
a playground, visitor centre (which  

ENJOY The Australian 
Botanic Garden
Mount Annan

PAGE 74

       top FIVEOur
1 includes a plant nursery and gift shop), 

as well as interactive sculptures. The  
Garden is home to the internationally 
significant scientific research facility, the 
Australian PlantBank.

Spring is a great time to visit the 
Connections Garden to see the the 
magnificent Paper daisies on display 
from early September through to the 
end of October.



7

vis
it 

/ o
ur

 to
p 5

       Macarthur Park opened in 1906 
and is made up of different areas to 
explore, including a heritage rose  
garden; Wisteria Walk; the Cenotaph 
honouring World War One soldiers; and 
a shelter built in 1913 in memory of Mrs 
Elizabeth Macarthur-Onslow.

Escape down the Nepean River 
Cycleway and get back to nature. 
Cycle or walk through the  
Wetlands Reserve, a popular  
spot for birdwatching, and  
explore Kings Bush Reserve which 
runs adjacent to the Nepean 
River Cycleway.

Camden’s unique heritage  
unfolds in the collection of 
historic properties scattered 
through the town centre. The 
Heritage Walking Tour brochure 
takes you on a self-guided 
exploration of Camden’s rich 
history.

Discover the creative side of Camden 
through the Camden Public Art Trail, a 
self-guided journey showcasing murals, 
sculptues and installations throughout 
the town farm and surrounding pre-
cincts. Celebrating local stories, heritage 
and community spirit, the trail offers a 
unique way to explore Camden.

VISIT THE HISTORIC 
TOWN OF CAMDEN

discover the Camden
public art trail

explore macarthur park

stroll along the 
nepean river

PAGE 34
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ON

Australia Day Celebrations
Summer School Holiday Activities

Camden Show
Pioneer Farm Day

ANZAC Day Services
Camden Art Prize
Paws in the Park

AUSTRALIA DAY

TASTE CAMDEN

CAMDEN SHOW

Autumn

Summer

What’s
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There is always something to do in Camden, no matter what time of 
year you plan to visit. Stay up to date with what’s on in the Camden 

Region with our event calendar.  
www.visitcamden.com.au/visit/

CAMDEN ANTIQUES AND MAKERS FAIR

TASTE CAMDEN

Winter

Spring

Live n Local
Camden Annual Quilters Exhibition

Boots n Beats

Camden Wedding Expo
TASTE Camden
Kids Fun Day
UNLOCK Camden
Open Weekend at Camden Park House 
Paper Daisies on display at the Australian  
Botanic Garden Mount Annan 
Camden Christmas Festival
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CAMDEN COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL
Boots n’ Beats

      www.bootsnbeats.com.au 
      132 263
      events@camdennsw.gov.au

Boots n’ Beats Camden Country Music 
Festival is one of Camden’s most 
anticipated annual events, held each 
June and bringing together the best 

of country music, local flavours, and 
family-friendly entertainment in a 
vibrant celebration of community spirit. 
Set against the backdrop of the historic 
Camden region, the festival showcases a 
headline act alongside a talented lineup 
of supporting performers, delivering a 
full day of live music and entertainment.
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Visitors can explore a variety of delicious 
food and beverage stalls, browse local 
artisan and product vendors, and take 
part in a range of interactive activities 
including line dancing, craft workshops, 
and family-friendly attractions. The 
festival offers something for all ages, 
making it the perfect outing for families, 
friends, and country music enthusiasts 
alike. A licensed bar is available for 
guests aged 18 years and over.

Whether you’re a lifelong country music 

fan or simply looking for a fun day out, 
Boots n’ Beats promises a welcoming 
atmosphere, great entertainment, and 
an authentic country festival experience 
in the heart of Camden each June.
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cooking demonstrations. Surrounded 
by rolling countryside and historic 
farmland, guests can meet local growers 
and makers, enjoy live entertainment, 
and take part in a range of family-
friendly activities. With plenty to see, 

taste and experience, Taste Camden 
offers a relaxed day out for all ages and 
a wonderful opportunity to discover the 
people, produce and rural charm that 
make the Camden region unique.

Taste Camden
Set within the picturesque grounds of 
Camden Town Farm each September, 
Taste Camden is a celebration of the 
region’s outstanding food, wine and 
rural heritage. This popular annual event 
invites visitors to savour the flavours of 
the Macarthur region through gourmet 
food stalls, local produce, artisan 
products, boutique beverages and live 
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Kids Fun Day
Camden Kids Fun Day is a free annual 
celebration designed especially for 
children aged 0 to 5 years and their 
families. Held each September, this 
popular ticketed event offers a fun-filled 
day of entertainment, play and discovery 
for young children. Families can enjoy 
live interactive performances from 
beloved children’s characters, colourful 
face painting, sensory play activities 

and inclusive play spaces designed for 
all abilities. Parents and carers can also 
connect with local organisations and 
support services while children enjoy 
a wide range of hands-on activities. 
With plenty of free family-friendly 
entertainment on offer, Camden Kids 
Fun Day provides a memorable day out 
for young families.
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The Camden Show showcases  
excellence in agriculture, attracting  
visitors and competitors from all over 
New South Wales and is just one hour 
from Sydney’s central business district. 

The first Camden Show was held on 
Wednesday 17th, Thursday 18th and  
Friday 19th March in 1886 and has been 
a great family favourite event ever 

since. Nowadays, the Camden Show 
is held over two big days with lots of  
attractions, exhibitions and competitions.

The show maintains the same ru-
ral charm and strong agricultural  
focus from when it first began.

The Camden Show Society Committee 
organise two days packed with exciting 
things to do at Camden Showground. 
You’ll find displays, exhibitions and 
demonstrations on country pastimes 
like the whip cracking competition and 
spinning and weaving demonstrations.

Different pavilions are set up for you 
to get the best opportunity to really  
experience a country show. At the Arts 

      Camden Showground  
      191-195 Argyle Street, Camden
      www.camdenshow.com
      4655 8338

 showCamden

Camden Show draws crowds from far 
afield with more than 48,000 people 
attending the two-day event. Camden 
Show is not to be missed!
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& Craft Pavilion you’ll find everything 
from your favourite cooking items,  
flowers, home brewing and photography 
to jams and preserves. It really is a  
cultural delight!

The Kids Interactive Tent provides 
hands-on educational fun for all 
to enjoy, whilst the Poultry Pavilion 
showcases chickens, ducks, turkeys, 
bantams and eggs.  

The main arena delivers nothing but 
excitement over the two days. You’ll 
see show jumping, rodeo, horse ring 
events and the much loved and highly 
anticipated Grand Parade. On Saturday 
evening, everyone will gather to watch 
the fireworks finale at the main arena.

Let’s not forget that there are show rides 
and show bags for the whole family to 
enjoy. 
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TOWN CENTRE
Camden

As the heart of the Camden Local 
Government Area (LGA), the Camden 
Town Centre is valued by the local 
community and visitors for its unique 
and attractive character. As the historical 
centre of the LGA, the Town Centre 
has retained much of its rural history, 
agricultural pastureland, heritage 
buildings and cultural infrastructure. 
It is frequented by residents, local 
workers and visitors from across Greater 
Sydney and beyond, who come to 
enjoy its heritage and historic assets and 
boutique offerings. 

The Town Centre’s largely human 
scale, fine-grain and eclectic but 
walkable grid of streets and pedestrian 
laneways, makes it highly accessible for 
exploration. 

This well-preserved original town layout 
is the site of Camden’s arts and culture 
precinct, a collection of historic buildings 
and sites, a range of eateries and 
boutiques, and a collection of Jacaranda 
and other mature trees which add 
vibrancy to the town and complement 
its heritage buildings.
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The town centre has a distinct and 
attractive character that is formed by 
the integration of a range of unique 
qualities. The location of the town 
adjoining the Nepean River floodplain 
provides a semi-rural setting and a 
sense of arrival upon entry from the 
north. The town’s-built form captures 
the early history, culture, and story of 
its rich beginnings. A collection of fine 
examples of early Australian architecture 
remains, creating a distinct old world, 
country town feel.

The town centre is surrounded by open 
spaces such as the Camden Town Farm 
and Camden Bicentennial Equestrian 
Park, and offers heritage walks and 
activities that complement the unique 
offering of the township.

Camden Town Centre contains a range 
of niche and boutique retailers, offering 
lifestyle goods and services. These small 
businesses have a strong connection to 
the town and surrounding communities 
and are part of the town’s vibrant 

tapestry and its attractiveness to locals 
and visitors.

The town centre has a wide selection 
of historic pubs, wine bars, restaurants 
and cafes, that serve up a diverse 
range of cuisines which are inspired by 
traditions from around the world. Many 
restaurants also proudly use regional 
produce to create authentic dining 
experiences.

The arts and culture precinct clustered 
along the southern end of John Street 
reflects the town centres’ cultural 
richness, which is built on its heritage, 
rural setting, community events, and 
cultural facilities. 

se
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ALAN BAKER ART GALLERY
      Macaria, 37 John Street, Camden
      www.alanbakerartgallery.com.au
      4653 3111 
      Open Thursday-Sunday,  

      11am-4pm or by appointment

Housed within the historic Macaria, 
the Alan Baker Art Gallery provides a  
canvas to showcase the magnificent 
works of local artist, Alan Douglas Baker.

Baker’s collection captures a colourful 
portrayal of an artist’s life during 20th 
century Australia, narrating a story 
of tragedy, joy, Australian culture and  
artistic journey. Visit the Gallery to 
experience both the collection and 
Macaria’s magnificence.
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Baker was a prolific 20th century Australian artist, renowned for his capacity to  
capture raw and realistic beauty through floral still lifes, seascapes, landscapes,  
nudes and portraits. A journey through Macaria is a must for anyone  
visiting Camden, providing an opportunity to enjoy the heritage and culture  
of Camden architecture and the vibrant cultural display of Baker’s work.  
Visitors to the Gallery are encouraged to create art inspired by the works 
of Baker to be included in the Visitor Art Collection or join in the  Public Art  
Program which boasts Art After School workshops, as well as Heritage Drawing,  
Life Drawing and En Plein Air specialist workshops, just to name a few.

FREE ENTRY
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CAMDEN CIVIC CENTRE
      31 John Street, Camden
      www.camdenciviccentre.com
      4653 3333 

The community’s largest function and  
entertainment facility, Camden Civic  
Centre, located in the township of 
Camden, is a convenient walk from 
many of the town’s boutique cafés, 
restaurants, pubs, bars and specialty 
stores. 

The Centre hosts over 1000 events 
annually and boasts a program of  
national and international artists from 
acclaimed musicians, comedians,  
theatre troupes and dancers to local 
artists showcasing their emerging  
talent. 

Camden Civic Centre is a multi-use  
venue and home to many of the 
community’s largest celebrations and 
events, inviting audiences to explore a 
diverse cultural program all year round.

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

CORPORATE EVENTS
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In Camden, culture is for everyone.

EVENTS

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

MUSIC

CULTURE
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CAMDEN ART PRIZE
      Camden Civic Centre 
      31 John Street, Camden
      www.camdenciviccentre.com.au
      4653 3333

Camden Civic Centre is home to 
the Camden Art Prize Collection, a  
collection of over 200 works acquired 
since the Art Prize commenced in 1975.

The collection reflects the many styles 
and mediums that artists have explored 
throughout the history of the Prize.  
The collection includes the works of 
renowned artists Brian Stratton, Tom 
Seeds, Bob Baker, Alan Baker, Dave 
Thomas, Doreen Shaw, Janet Dawson, 

Jane Bennett, Greg Frawley, Lloyd  
Reece and Elizabeth Cummings, 
among many other well-reputed artists.  
The vibrant and exciting display  
frequently changes to showcase all 
works in the collection.  

Camden Civic Centre hosts the  
Camden Art Prize annually at the  
beginning of May, welcoming entries 
from local and national artists.

Managed by a volunteer committee, the  
prestigious Art Prize welcomes the 
works of both established and emerging 
artists in various genres, including  
watercolour, works on paper, oils,  
photography, open and local, and 
sculpture. All works are available for sale 
in the exhibition. 
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creative colab
      creative@camden.nsw.gov.au

CAMDEN COUNTRY QUILTERS
EXHIBITION
      Camden Civic Centre 
      31 John Street, Camden
      www.camdenciviccentre.com.au
      4653 3333

Creative Collab is a quarterly network-
ing and professional development fo-
rum that brings together emerging 
and established arts and creative pro-
fessionals from across the Macarthur 
region. Designed to foster collabora-
tion, connection and industry growth, 
the event features guest artist speakers, 
presentations, panel discussions and 
updates on the latest arts and cultural 
initiatives in NSW. Creative Collab sup-
ports a thriving local creative sector by 
providing opportunities to share ideas, se
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Sew yourself an adventure at the annual 
Camden Country Quilters Exhibition. 
One stitch at a time, you will explore 

build networks and gain valuable in-
dustry insights across visual arts, deco-
rative arts, performing arts, music and 
design.

quilting techniques, fabulous textiles, 
patterns and amazing quilts. The 
Guild share their craft and invite 
guests to take part in monthly  
gatherings, community sewing days, 
regular workshops and bus trips. 

The Annual Members Exhibition 
showcases hundreds of beautifully 
hand-crafted quilts, some of which have 
taken up to a year to create. 

Held annually in winter, the exhibition 
attracts thousands of sewing  
enthusiasts and spectators who are 
eager to see the latest creations,  
network, stock up on quilting supplies 
from merchant tables, and sample local  
cuisine.
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Discover the heritage, history and 
culture of Camden at the annual Unlock 
Camden Heritage Festival, held each 
September. This vibrant community 
event invites visitors to explore Camden’s 
historic town centre and uncover the 
stories that have shaped the region over 
generations.

unlock camden heritage 
festival

Enjoy guided heritage walks, open 
historic buildings, exhibitions, 
storytelling sessions, demonstrations 
and a range of family-friendly activities 
designed to engage visitors of all ages.

The festival celebrates the people, 
places and traditions that have 
contributed to Camden’s unique 
identity, bringing local history to life 

FESTIVALS
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The Camden Region offers an extensive arts menu. From live performances, 
busking, public art and festivals to art workshops, public art programs and 

exhibitions, there is something for everyone to enjoy.

through interactive experiences and 
community participation. Visitors can 
admire beautiful heritage architecture, 
discover local art and cultural displays, 
and gain insights into the area’s rich 
agricultural and social history.

Whether you are a history enthusiast, 
a family looking for a fun day out, or 
simply curious to learn more about the 
region, Unlock Camden Heritage Festival 
offers a memorable and enriching 
experience. It is a wonderful opportunity 
to connect with Camden’s past while 
celebrating the vibrant community 
that continues to shape its future. 
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The Estate Camden invites visitors to 
discover the magic beyond its historic 
gates. Rich in heritage and character, 
the venue hosts exclusive ticketed 
events including live music, comedy 
performances, dinner shows and historic 
tours. Visitors can also enjoy intimate 

The Estate Camden
      75 John Street Camden Council
      www.estatecamden.com.au
      0488 358 168      

Macarthur Art Group meets in Ironbark 
Room, at 9:30am for our monthly 
meeting, followed by either a short 
demo by noted artist, a presentation of 
special interests in the art, still life setups 
or a clothed model sketch session 
between 11am and 2:30pm.

MACARTHUR ART GROUP

The Creative@Camden Directory showcases local creative talent and provides 
a resource for  local organisations to access when seeking to engage locals 

in creative projects.
https://bit.ly/creativecamdendirectory

Upstairs Narellan Library, 
Cnr Queen & Elyard St. Narellan.
0412 400 837
Meets Third Saturday of the month.

celebrations and luxurious boutique 
accommodation in a truly memorable 
setting.
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mACARTHUR GIG GUIDE

UNITED CINEMAS NARELLAN

Check out the Macarthur Gig Guide for 
a comprehensive list of all the live acts 
happening across the Camden LGA. 
Some of our great live venues include: 
Camden Civic Centre, Camden Golf 
Club, Camden Hotel, Camden RSL, 
Country Club Gledswood Hills, Crown 
Hotel, Gregory Hills Hotel,  Narellan 
Hotel, Narellan Town Centre, Plough & 
Harrow, The Royal Hotel Camden, and 
The Fat Cat Café and Wine Bar.

      Narellan Town Centre
      326 Camden Valley Way, Narellan 
      www.unitedcinemas.com.au
      4646 1656
      
United Cinemas Narellan offers the latest 
movies with luxurious grand seating. 
Sit back, relax and enjoy your favourite 
movies!

www.macarthurgig-guide.com.au
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History
Camden has a rich and complex history, starting with the Indigenous groups who 
lived in the area, the Dharawal, Dharug and Gundungarra people. 

Shortly after the European settlement of Sydney, a number of cattle strayed from 
their herdsmen and made their way south to fertile pastures. As a result, the area 
around Camden was known for a time as the ‘Cowpastures’. 

John Macarthur was granted 5,000 acres in the Cowpastures in 1805 to develop 
the Australian wool industry. Macarthur named the estate ‘Camden Park’. Since the 
earliest days, Camden Park has been central to Australia’s history and agricultural 
heritage, with the establishment of wheat farming and dairying in the region and 
Australia’s first commercial vineyard.

JOHN STREET, CAMDEN
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Camden Museum contains a rich 
collection of Camden’s cultural, 
agricultural, and social history. The 
history of the Camden district’s unique 
heritage unfolds in the exhibited stories 
and displays as you wander through the 
large collection of First Nations, colonial, 
and 20th-century material, which has 
been donated by the people of the town 
and district.

Formed in 1957, the Camden Historical 
Society is a volunteer-led organisation 
instrumental in keeping history alive in 
the Camden area through the museum, 
and it is responsible for the collection, 
preservation and display of local 
heritage and stories. These things reflect 
the everyday and familiar experiences 

camden museum
      Located inside Camden Library
      40 John Street, Camden
      www.camdenhistory.org.au
      4655 3400
      secretary@camdenhistory.org.au 
      Open Thursday-Sunday, 11am-4pm

that most people share - joy and 
grief, recreation and work, caring and 
learning, past and present.

A visit is essential for anyone interested 
in learning about or researching 
Camden’s local history.

Free entry, gold coin donation is 
appreciated.

FREE ENTRY
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1790s

1800s

1810s 1820s

Benkennie

1830s

1851 / Camden’s first

1795 / European explorers
first visit the area
and name it
‘Cowpastures’.

1805 / John Macarthur is
granted 5,000 ha of land
for his property ‘Camden
Park’.

1820 / Macarthur establishes
a commercial vineyard at
Camden Park.

1821 / Belgenny Farm House
is constructed.

1830 / The town of Camden
is established.

1830 / Gledswood
Homestead is constructed.

1832 / Australia’s first brandy
is produced at Camden Park.

1832 -1835 / Camden Park
House is commissioned and
constructed.

public school opens.
Town population was
342 people.

1859 / St Paul’s
Catholic Church’s
first foundation
stone is laid.

1859-1860 / Macaria
is built for the
purpose of a school.

1840 / The first lots of
land are sold within
Camden.

1840 / The Argyle Inn
(now the Plough and
Harrow Inn) is built.

1841 / Camden Post
OfÏce is opened.

1841 / The local Court
House is transferred from
Cawdor to Camden.

1842 / The first hotel, the
Camden Inn, is licenced.

1840-1849 / St John’s
Church is built.

1861 / Camden Park wins gold medal
for its wine at the Paris Exhibition.

1866 / The School of Arts (now the
Library, Museum and Fire Station) is
opened.

1878 / Camden
Police Station is
built.

1878 / National
Australia Bank
commences trade.

1890s / John Oxley Cottage
(now Camden Visitor
Information Centre) is
constructed.

1882 / Camden
Railway Line
commences its
operation.

1889 / Camden
Municipal Council
is established.

1810 / Cowpastures 
became a leading 
agricultural and 
wool-producing 
district.

The area now known as Camden was
originally at the northern edge of land
belonging to the Gundungarra people of
the Southern Highlands who called it
Benkennie meaning ‘dry land’.

1803 / The great Australian
wool industry is established.

timelinehistoryEarly

JOHN MACARTHUR
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1840s

1850s
1851 / Camden’s first 1860s

1870s
1880s

1890s
1795 / European explorers
first visit the area
and name it
‘Cowpastures’.

1805 / John Macarthur is
granted 5,000 ha of land
for his property ‘Camden
Park’.

1820 / Macarthur establishes
a commercial vineyard at
Camden Park.

1821 / Belgenny Farm House
is constructed.

1830 / The town of Camden
is established.

1830 / Gledswood
Homestead is constructed.

1832 / Australia’s first brandy
is produced at Camden Park.

1832 -1835 / Camden Park
House is commissioned and
constructed.

public school opens.
Town population was
342 people.

1859 / St Paul’s
Catholic Church’s
first foundation
stone is laid.

1859-1860 / Macaria
is built for the
purpose of a school.

1840 / The first lots of
land are sold within
Camden.

1840 / The Argyle Inn
(now the Plough and
Harrow Inn) is built.

1841 / Camden Post
OfÏce is opened.

1841 / The local Court
House is transferred from
Cawdor to Camden.

1842 / The first hotel, the
Camden Inn, is licenced.

1840-1849 / St John’s
Church is built.

1861 / Camden Park wins gold medal
for its wine at the Paris Exhibition.

1866 / The School of Arts (now the
Library, Museum and Fire Station) is
opened.

1878 / Camden
Police Station is
built.

1878 / National
Australia Bank
commences trade.

1890s / John Oxley Cottage
(now Camden Visitor
Information Centre) is
constructed.

1882 / Camden
Railway Line
commences its
operation.

1889 / Camden
Municipal Council
is established.

1810 / Cowpastures 
became a leading 
agricultural and 
wool-producing 
district.

The area now known as Camden was
originally at the northern edge of land
belonging to the Gundungarra people of
the Southern Highlands who called it
Benkennie meaning ‘dry land’.

1803 / The great Australian
wool industry is established.
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Old School of Arts  

Camden Court House

Former Police Station

Macaria

Mrs Larkin’s Place

National Australia Bank

Camden Post OfÏce

Royal Foresters Hall

Military Drill Hall

Macarthur Park

St John’s Rectory

St John’s Anglican Church

Dr. Crookston’s House

Brookfield House

Commercial Banking Co.

Reeves’ House

Camden Picture Theatre

Butter & Bacon Factory and former Railway Station

walking tour
Heritage
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Camden’s unique heritage unfolds 
in the collection of historic  
properties scattered through the 
Camden Town Centre. The  
Heritage Walking Tour takes you 
on a self-guided exploration of 
Camden’s rich history.

Bank of New South Wales

Camden Vale Milk Depot

Camden Stock Sales Yards

Nepean House

Camden Town Farm

Mitchell House

Bransby’s Cottage

Edithville

St Paul’s Catholic Church
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belgenny farm
      100 Elizabeth Macarthur Avenue,   
      Camden South 
      www.belgennyfarm.com.au
      4654 6800
      Open weekdays for self-guided   

      tours. Open by appointment for  

      weekend visits, group tours and  

      special events.  
Belgenny Farm is in the historic Camden 
Park Estate, the famous home of 
agricultural pioneers Elizabeth and  
John Macarthur. The Farm dates back 
to 1805 and includes Belgenny Cottage 

PROPERTIES
Historical

built in 1820. Belgenny Farm is the oldest  
collection of farm buildings in Australia. 

Today, the property is a major  
educational centre with direct links to  
Australia’s agricultural history. It offers 
educational and environmental tours, 
giving young people and special  
interest groups a chance to learn about  
agriculture and its history in New South 
Wales. 

Belgenny Farm also offers a unique  
setting for weddings and other special 
occasions and hosts a number of 
themed annual events.
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Camden Court House was built on land 
set aside for this purpose by James 
and William Macarthur at the time the 
town allotment plans were laid down.  
The brothers also offered 100 pounds 
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Built in 1894 as a military drill hall, the 
brick front was added by the Camden 
AH & I Society in 1936, together with the 

camden AH & I HALL
      191-195 Argyle Street, Camden
      www.camdenshow.com
      4655 8338

camden COURT HOUSE
      33 John Street, Camden
      www.localcourt.nsw.gov.au
      1300 679 272

towards the cost of building. The first buildings on the site were a timber 
lock-up and Chief Constable’s residence. The present building was commenced 
in 1855 and completed in 1857, with cells underneath and at the rear. The 
building was designed during William Weaver’s term as Government Architect.  A 
new lock-up was built to replace the old one between 1859-61. 

entrance to Onslow Park. The Hall is owned by the Camden Show Society and used 
by the community.

Camden Police Barracks were built 
in 1878. Earlier, the police presence 
was maintained with a timber lock-up 
and adjoining residence for the Chief  

CAMDEN POLICE STATION
      35 John Street, Camden
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Camden Park House was the long-term 
vision of Captain John Macarthur in 

A glass galleria now joins the Library,  
Museum and former Fire Station,  
creating an exciting cultural and  
heritage precinct in the heart of  
Camden. The Camden Museum, run 
by the Camden Historical Society, 
is based here and features a range 
of items relating to the history of  
Camden. You will find the Camden Area 
Family History Society in the research 
room next door to the museum. 

1805 when he received a grant of 5,000 
acres (4,046 hectare). The building 
and design began in 1832 and  
completed in 1835, a year after the  
death of John Macarthur. 

Opened in 1866 as the Camden School 
of Arts, the Camden Library has  
transformed over the years. The two- 
storey addition at the rear of the building 
was built in 1900. In 1963, the front 
two-storey section was demolished. 
The building that now houses the library 
was completed in 1964 using the cleaned 
bricks from the old School of Arts. 

camden pARK HOUSE
      www.camdenparkhouse.com.au

CAMDEN LIBRARY, MUSEUM AND
FORMER FIRE STATION
      40 John Street, Camden
      www.library.camden.nsw.gov.au
      4653 3100

Constable on the side of the present 
courthouse. The barracks are a good  
example of the police buildings during 

that period. The verandah was once  
enclosed but has been fully restored in 
recent times. 
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camden TOWN FARM
      40 Exeter Street, Camden
      www.camdentownfarm.com.au
      0438 467 871 se

e /
 h

ist
or

y

Located in the heart of historic Camden 
and set in picturesque rural landscape, 
Camden Town Farm was originally 
a 52 hectare dairy farm that was  
bequeathed to the local community 
by the late Miss Llewella Davies. It is a 
unique green space on the floodplain 
surrounding Camden. 
The Town Farm uses sustainable farming
practices and remains a working farm, 
grazing dairy and beef cattle and  
growing fodder. The farm hosts a 
range of activities, including the weekly  
Camden Fresh Produce Market,  
community gardens and events  
including TASTE Camden. 

Take a stroll through the farm 
on the accessible Miss Llewella 

Davis Pioneers Walkway,  
through riparian zones, pastoral  
grazing and cropping paddocks and 
scenic views of Camden and the  
Nepean River.

The original timber barn and surrounding 
buildings are very popular with artists 
and photographers alike, particularly 
for wedding and promotional photos. 
Bookings are essential for events,  
weddings and photography. 

Architect, John Verge, designed the 
mansion in a Palladian style with 
a central two-storey block with  
one-storey wings and extensions 
at each side. Camden Park House, 
which has become one of the great  
mansions of Australia, is still occupied 
by the Macarthur family and is 
thought to be one of the oldest  
residences in the country still occupied 

by descendants. The family burial 
ground is located nearby and is the last 
resting place of John Macarthur and his 
direct descendants.

Descendants of John and Elizabeth  
Macarthur still live in the house today 
and host an annual open weekend in 
September.
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Recently refurbished, the Camden Valley 
Inn was built in the 1930s as a milk bar 
with the intention to promote the  
pure and wholesome milk of Camden  
Park. Today, the Inn is a restaurant 
and luxury hotel after being granted  
its tavern licence in 1989. 
Camden Valley Inn is a favourite for 
locals and passing visitors, and it’s not 
hard to see why. With a strong history, 

Camelot stands on the site of explorer 
John Oxley’s Kirkham Mill. John Horbury 
Hunt designed Camelot for James White 
of Cranebrook in the late 1880s. It is  
constructed from brick and has romantic 
silhouette of turrets, chimneystacks,  

camden vALLEY iNN
      290 Remembrance Drive, 
      Camden Park 
      www.camdenvalleyinn.com.au
      4655 8413 

top chefs with access to delicious locally 
grown produce, award-winning food, 
and plenty of indoor and outdoor space 
for dining, the Inn’s popularity has  
increased significantly in the last decade, 
making it an iconic dining destination in 
the area.

caMELOT
      Kirkham Lane, Kirkham 

gables, arched verandahs and projecting 
bays. Camelot was reportedly built with 
the winnings from ‘Chester ’, a racehorse 
that won the Melbourne Cup in 1877.

Camelot was featured on the popular 
Foxtel television series A Place to Call 

Home. 


































































































































































